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St. James' Ward: An Introduction
St James’ Ward comprises the communities “up the hill” – Moorside and Sholver - and “down the hill” – 
Derker and part of Watersheddings.

Derker is split into “Top” and “Bottom” Derker, and divided between private and social housing. Anti-
social behaviour is a worry for local people, but there is a strong sense of identity in the area, and 
people come together around the fantastic Stoneleigh Park. Access to the Metrolink has allowed young 
people in particular to travel more widely within Oldham and beyond. Vacant housing plots have been a 
concern for some time, but these are now starting to be developed.

The journey up and down the hill can sometimes serve to isolate the residents of Sholver, but people 
make good use of local amenities, including the shops on Coleridge Road and Ripponden Road, and 
community activities at Sholver Community Centre, Fulwood Nature Reserve and the St James’ 
Children’s Centre.

Moorside is a more affluent area, with a slightly older population, and larger family housing. There is 
easy access to the countryside via Strinesdale, and Moorside Cricket Club provides a valuable focal 
point for the community. Local people tend to be concerned about the possibility of housing 
development in the area.﻿
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St. James' Ward: Location

Current Councillors
Name Political party

Josh Charters Labour Group
Beth Sharp Conservative
Gary Tarbuck Reform UK
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Change Since 2011
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% Female

24% 63% 13%
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Select Year for Age Structure
Selected Year

2024

12,823
Latest Total Population

+1,466
Change Since 2011

Population by Year and Broad Age Group

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

11.3K 11.4K 11.5K 11.6K 11.9K 12.0K 12.1K 12.3K 12.4K 12.5K 12.5K 12.6K 12.7K 12.8K

2.8K 2.8K 2.8K 2.9K 3.0K 3.0K 3.0K 3.1K 3.1K 3.1K 3.1K 3.1K 3.1K 3.1K

7.3K 7.3K 7.3K 7.3K 7.5K 7.5K 7.6K 7.7K 7.8K 7.8K 7.8K 7.8K 7.9K 8.0K

1.3K 1.3K 1.4K 1.4K 1.5K 1.5K 1.5K 1.5K 1.6K 1.6K 1.6K 1.6K 1.7K 1.7K

Age Aged 0 to 15 Aged 16 to 64 Aged 65+
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Larger Groups by Year

2001 2011 2021

11,034 10,502
10,588

White: Other White: British Pakistani Other Black Bangladeshi

Larger Groups - School Age

White British Other

Black

…

…

72%

12%

9%

…

Group White British Other Black White Other Pakistani Bangladeshi

85%
White British 2021

15%
Minority Ethnic Groups 2021

72%
White British School Age 2024

28%
Minority Ethnic Groups School Age 2024

Large Ethnic Groups: Ward

5% 5% 85%

Group Bangladeshi Black Other Pakistani White: British White: Other

Oldham

9% 6% 14% 65%

Greater Manchester

5% 10% 7% 71% 5%
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Reception Overweight/obesity

St. James'

26.3%

21.0% 21.9%

Ward Oldham England

2
Reception Obesity ward rank (out of 20)

316
Number of births last year

Number of Births by Year
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Ward Profiles: Health

Year 6 Overweight/obesity

St. James'

40.1% 40.3%
36.7%

Ward Oldham England

11
Year 6 Obesity ward rank (out of 20)

General Health

Oldham England

46.9% 48.5%

32.9% 33.7%

13.9% 12.7%

Very Good Good Fair Bad Very bad

Residents providing unpaid care
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Number of Deaths by Year
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Number of deaths last year
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Ward Profiles: Education

% Achieving Good Level of Development (end of reception)
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64%
Good Level of Development %

26.9%
KS4 Grades 9-5 English & Maths

36.7
Attainment 8 Average Score GCSE

22%
No Qualifications (Aged 16+)

Attainment 8 Average Score
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5.9%
16-64 Unemployment Rate

11.0%
18-24 Unemployment Rate

Occupation 2021

Elementary occupations

Process, plant and machine operatives

Sales and customer service occupations

Caring, leisure and other service occupations

Skilled trades occupations

Administrative and secretarial occupations

Associate professional and technical occupat…

Professional occupations

Managers, directors and senior officials
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8%
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11%

11%

15%

Ward % Oldham %

Unemployment History of those not employed - Census 2021

2,146Never worked 1,215

469

Not worked in the last 12 months

Not employed but worked in the last 12 months

4.3%
NEET Rate 16 & 17 Year-Olds

£31,137
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2024-…

2024-Feb

2024-Mar

2024-Apr

2024-May

2024-Ju
n

2024-Oct

2024-Nov

2024-Dec

2025-Feb

2025-Mar

2025-Apr

2025-May

2025-Ju
n

2025-Oct

2025-Nov

2025-Dec

2026-Ja
n

2026-Feb

2026-Mar

2026-Apr

2026-May

2026-Ju
n

8.00%

4.30%

9.10%
3.60%

6.00%
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Median House Price

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
£115,000

£160,000

£139,500£135,000

£150,000

£125,000

£149,250

£130,000

£195,000£172,000

£151,000

£182,750

£137,000

£180,000

Ward Oldham

£160,000
Median House Price

5%
Overcrowded Households %

Tenure over time

2001 2011 2021

1,441 1,268
1,344

338 561 848

2,912 2,749
2,669

Social Rented Private Rented Owner Occupied Other

Overcrowded Households

28%
Social Housing %

17%
Privately Rented %

55%
Owner Occupied %
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IMD Rank and Decile of LSOAs in Chosen Ward
LSOA Name Nearest Neighbourhood IMD Rank

2025
IMD Decile
2025

I
C

Oldham 007C Moorside 20,680 7
Oldham 007D Moorside 24,225 8
Oldham 007E North East Sholver 1 055 1

Overall and Domain Ward Rankings

Ward Profiles: Deprivation
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9
IMD Rank of 20 Oldham Wards

589
IMD Rank of 6,793 English Wards

749
IDACI Rank of 6,793 English Wards
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1,952
IDAOPI Rank of 6,793 English Wards

IMD Overall

1 6793589

Employment

1 6793726

Education, Skills & Training

1 6793793

Health & Disability

1 6793931

Crime

1 6793414

Barriers to Housing & Services

1 67932096

Income

1 6793705

Living Environment

1 67933015

+

−

Leaflet | Powered by Esri | Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database rights 2026 (Terms), Polygon fe…

help

notifications

Mapping LSOAs: Choose IMD, Domain or Sub-Domain

IMD Decile 2025 

http://leafletjs.com/
https://www.esri.com/
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Ward Profiles: Community & Crime
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87%
Registered to Vote

40%
Local Elections Turnout

1,590
Reported Crimes per Year 2022-25
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Trust

Reported Crime Rate

12%
Reported Crimes per year: % of population

Reported Crimes 2022-25 by Category

Stalking and harassment
Violence without injury
Public order offences

Criminal damage and arson offences
Violence with injury

All other theft offences
Vehicle offences

Shoplifting
Residential burglary

Miscellaneous crimes against society
Possession of weapon offences

Possession of drugs
Other sexual offences

Trafficking of drugs
Business and community burglary

Robbery of personal property
Rape
Fraud

Theft from the person
Bicycle theft

867
771

546
491

409
347

266
202

182
147

82
80
78
69
66
59

42
35

14
13

Crime Map Information
The map (and chart to the left) use data on 
all crimes recorded between 1st April 2023 
and 31st March 2025.
The areas of the map are coloured according 
to the percentage of total crimes recorded in 
each small area. Lower rates are green, 
middle rates are orange, and higher rates 
red. 
It is not possible to show background 
mapping at the moment, but hovering over 
an area gives the name of the 
neighbourhood.

Trust Map Information
The map to the left shows data from work by 
the 'Onward' organisation that measures 
social trust. They surveyed residents, asking 
if others could be trusted.
Where values are positive (coloured green), 
people tended to trust more. Negative values 
(red) are where people tend not to trust 
others.
Grey areas are mainly or wholly in a different 
ward. The areas are Middle Super Output 
Areas (statistical areas)

https://www.ukonward.com/reports/good-neighbours/
https://www.ukonward.com/reports/good-neighbours/
https://www.ukonward.com/reports/good-neighbours/
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Ward Profiles: Summary
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Percentage of residents from Minority Ethnic Groups, 2021
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Year 6 Obesity %

KS4 Grades 9-5 in English & Maths

% of Households in Privately Rented Accommodation, 2021

Local Elections Turnout %

Reported Crimes 2021-23 as a % of population

Population change since 2011 Unemployment Rate

IMD (Index of Multiple Deprivation) National Rank

Number of Births Last Year

No Qualifications 2021

Median House Price

Median Age

Overcrowded Households

Lower Values Higher Values



Power BI Desktop

Uses data aggregated to ward boundaries that came 
into force in May 2023. See the 'Boundaries' map 
from our web mapping service for detail of the 
boundaries.

Ward Profiles: Sources & Notes
Section
 

Measure Data Date Source Organisation

Population % Female 2024 ONS
Population Broad Age Bands 2024 ONS
Population Change since 2011 2011-2024 ONS
Population Median Age 2024 ONS
Population Median Age Time Series 2001-2024 ONS
Population Population 2024 ONS
Population Population by census year 2001-2021 ONS
Population Population by year and broad age group 2011-2024 ONS
Population Population Pyramid 2024 ONS
Population Population Pyramid Time Series 2011-2024 ONS
Ethnicity Larger ethnic groups 2021 ONS
Ethnicity Larger ethnic groups by year 2001-2021 ONS
Ethnicity Larger ethnic groups: school age 2024 Oldham Council
Ethnicity Minority ethnic groups 2021 ONS
Ethnicity Minority ethnic groups School Age 2026 Oldham Council
Ethnicity White British ethnicity 2021 ONS
Ethnicity White British School Age 2026 Oldham Council
Health Number of Births per Year 2014-2025 ONS
Health Number of Deaths per Year 2014-2025 ONS
Health - Live Well General Health 2021 ONS
Health - Live Well Provision of Unpaid Care 2021 ONS
Health - Start Well Obesity Reception 2021/22 to 2023/24 NHS
Health - Start Well Obesity Year 6 2021/22 to 2023/24 NHS
Education Attainment 8 2025 Oldham Council
Education GLD 2025 Oldham Council
Education Highest Level of Qualification 2021 ONS
Education KS4 Grades 9-5 English & Maths 2025 Oldham Council
Education No Qualifications 2021 ONS
Economy Employment History of those not employed 2021 ONS
Economy Medium Household Income 2025 CACI
Economy NEET Rate 16&17 year-olds June 2026 Positive Steps
Economy Occupation 2021 ONS
Economy Unemployment 16-64 May 2026 Nomis
Economy Youth Unemployment 18-24 May 2026 Nomis
Housing Housing Tenure over time 2021 ONS
Housing Median House Price (Oldham) 2024 Land Registry
Housing Overcrowded Households % 2021 ONS
Housing Overcrowded Households Map 2021 ONS
Housing Owner Occupied % 2021 ONS
Housing Privately Rented % 2021 ONS
Housing Social Housing % 2021 ONS
Deprivation (IMD) Indices of Deprivation 2025 2025 DHCLG and LGA
Community & Crime Local Elections Turnout 2023 Oldham Council Elections Service
Community & Crime Registered to vote 2025 Oldham Council Elections Service
Community & Crime Reported Crimes by category 2022-2025 GM Police
Community & Crime Trust Map 2022 Onward
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Data Update: 14/8/26
Published by Oldham Council, Contact: 
strategyandperformance@oldham.gov.uk. 
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